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An overview of the Cooperative Agreements Program (CAP) and its role in assisting 

organizations to implement the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI).
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What is the NSDI CAP?

• The NSDI Cooperative Agreements Program (CAP) is:

– an annual program to assist the geospatial data community in 

implementing the components of the NSDI by providing funding and 

other resources 

– sponsored by the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) and hosted 

by the U.S. Geological Survey’s National Geospatial Program (NGP)

– intended to benefit multiple Federal agencies as well as the overall 

geospatial community

• To date the NSDI CAP has provided over $18M in funding to more than 
600 NSDI-related projects



3

NSDI CAP areas of emphasis

– Documenting, implementing, and providing 

outreach for standards including metadata

– Expanding geographic information coordination 

across and between organizational levels

– Promoting geospatial best practices

– Advancing geospatial related Web services

– Advancing NSDI Framework data

– Creating clearinghouses and online applications to 

support geospatial data discovery and exchange
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Who can participate in the NSDI 
CAP?

•The NSDI CAP Program is open to all non-federal 
organizations

– State governments

– Local governments

– Tribal governments

– Academia

– Commercial businesses

– Non-profit organizations
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NSDI CAP Categories

•CAP award categories are based upon 
FGDC/NSDI programs of work including:
– metadata implementation and outreach

– framework data development

– geo-enabling non-traditional data communities

– OpenGIS Web Mapping / Web Feature 
implementation

– Participation in national initiatives like The National 
Map

– Geospatial data collaboration

Funding categories vary annually to support current 
NSDI priorities and initiatives
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CAP Funding

•CAP funding requirements:

• some level of in-kind match from the proposing 
organization is required

• performance period and expenditures are limited to 
one year

•Available funding:

– total amount of available funds varies each year

– the 2009 CAP funded 26 projects and awards 
ranged from $25,000 to $150,000
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CAP Funding

•CAP funds can be used to support:

– training

– travel

– labor

– software

– limited equipment purchases

– fees for consultants, facilitators or recorders

– publication costs  
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Deliverables

•CAP Project Deliverables:

– Interim and final technical reports

– Quarterly financial reports 

– Presentations and/or publications describing the 
project outcomes 

– Category specific products, e.g. Web applications. 
training materials, strategic plans, etc.
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Summary

•The NSDI CAP supports programs that :
– lead to sustainable State/regional/community 

projects

– introduce and extend the NSDI

– implement proven solutions for metadata, 
clearinghouse, standards, etc.

– encourage partnerships and leveraged resources

– focus on infrastructure development, not data 
collection or GIS startup

– produce measurable results
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For More Information

•http://www.fgdc.gov/grants

•Provides access to: 

– contact information for the CAP Coordinator and 
Category Leads

– current and past CAP announcements

– CAP administration guidance

– information about previous awards 

– schedules for proposal submissions and reviews 

http://www.fgdc.gov/grants





