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Census Geography

Pre 1980 Census



Census Data Products

Statistical Spatial



American FactFinder

“Your source for population, housing, economic, and geographic data”

http://www.factfinder.census.gov

http://www.factfinder.census.gov/


TIGER/Line®

Topologically Integrated Geographic Encoding and Referencing system

http://www.census.gov/geo/www/tiger/

http://www.census.gov/geo/www/tiger/


Find and Use Census Data in ArcGIS
Combining Census data tables with spatial products

How to Download American FactFinder 
data:

1. Visit http://factfinder.census.gov
2. Click ‘DATA SETS’ from the left pane.
3. Select a Census/Survey and the data you 

would like to download.
4. Select the geography and location, 

ranging from national to block level.
5. Select the data tables to download, up 

to 50 tables per download.
6. View the results of your query and use 

the Print/Download button to open the 
download page.

7. Select which format you would like to 
download. For novice users a zip file is 
recommended because it contains the 
geographic codes needed for use in 
ArcGIS.

How to Access TIGER/Line Shapefiles:

1. Visit 
http://www.census.gov/geo/www/tiger/

2. Click the link to the Latest TIGER/Line®

Shapefile Release.
3. Click the link to Download the TIGER/Line 

Shapefiles Now.
4. On the right, select the state geography to 

download or select the national shapefiles 
on the left. Be sure your geographic 
location and level match your American 
FactFinder query for proper use in ArcGIS.

5. After choosing the geography to download 
(down to county level), select the 
shapefiles to download. Note: if linking 
tabular data from American FactFinder, 
Census Tracts and/or Block shapefiles for 
the data vintage will need to be selected.

6. Download the shapefiles.

To learn more about the TIGER/Line shapefiles see the 
documentation section found after clicking on 
Download TIGER/Line Shapefiles Now.

American FactFinder
“Your source for population, housing, 
economic, and geographic data”

•Create and download maps
•Go beyond demographics, the Census collects 
statistics on the economy, housing, and 
government
•Learn about the data with detailed descriptions 
about surveys and censuses
•View and download Census data for specified 
geography in various formats

How to Use American FactFinder Data with 
Shapefiles in ArcGIS

1. Unzip the TIGER/Line Shapefiles and 
American FactFinder data to a local folder.

2. Start a new ArcMap session and add the 
TIGER/Line Shapefiles and American 
FactFinder data.

3. Join the American FactFinder data to the 
TIGER/Line Shapefiles based on the 
matching “FP” field in the shapefile and 
GEO_ID2 field in the table, see Figure 3. 
The number string is based on the two 
digit state code, three digit county code, 
six digit census tract number, and four digit 
block number (e.g. Block 3089 in Census 
Tract (2000) 980600 in Clallam County 
(009), WA (53) would have a BLKIDFP00 in 
the shapefile and a GEO_ID2 in the 
American FactFinder table of 
530099806003089).

4. Export the joined data and shapefile into a 
new shapefile for quicker analysis and map 
drawing, see Figure 4.

TIGER/Line®

Topologically Integrated Geographic

Encoding and Referencing system

•Free geographic shapefiles of US and territories
•Contains hydrography, railroads, legal and 
statistical areas, and detailed street information 
including address ranges
•Based on Census geography and linkable to 
American FactFinder data
•TIGER/Line® has current boundaries as of 
1/1/09, and has releases back to 1990

Figure 1. American FactFinder homepage http://factfinder.census.gov

Figure 2. TIGER/Line® homepage http://www.census.gov/geo/www/tiger/

Figure 3. Joining the shapefile to the data based on geography.

Figure 4.  Map symbolized to show shapefile joined to population data.
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