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We are facing some challenges



Geography of the Economic Downturn



Impact of the Economic Downturn on American 

Metropolitan Areas



Economic Stimulus

Source: Prasad and Sorkin



Economic Downturn and Stimulus



Open source and the economic downturn



Open Source and the Economic Downturn

Á ñIs open source a recession-fighting tool?ò

Á ñIs open source recession proof?ò

Á ñOpen source will gain during recessionò

Á ñRecession worries? Open source software is a great 

way to cut costsò

Á ñRecession fears will boost open source business 

solution adoptionò



Open Source and the Economic Downturn

eWeek, March 24 2009

Why Recession Is Causing Enterprises to Rethink Open-

Source Strategy

Chris Preimesberger 

ñécompanies such as Novell (SUSE Linux, Ximian, Mono 

Project), Mozilla (Firefox browser), Red Hat (RHEL or Red 

Hat Enterprise Linux), Canonical (Ubuntu Linux), Ingres 

(Ingres database) and scores of others are doing well 

despite the sour economy.ò



Open Source and the Economic Downturn

IDC Report, March 2009

Linux Adoption in a Global  Recession 

Al Gillen and Brett Waldman

"Economic downturns have the tendency to accelerate 

emerging technologies, boost the adoption of effective 

solutions, and punish solutions that are not cost 

competitive. This survey confirms that Linux users view it 

favorably, and this view places Linux in a competitive 

position to emerge from this downturn as a stronger 

solution."



OôReilly Radar (Nat Torkington)

Á ñFirst, this recession will be good for innovation because recessions 

generally are.

Á ñSecond, this recession will be great for free and open source 

because of the shortage of cash. Last recession saw the mainstream 

legitimisation of open source operating systems.

Á ñThird, open source services and cloud computing will benefit from 

the tight financial situation where conditions will favour opex and not 

capex.  It will be nigh impossible to buy hardware or a major software 

license.

Á ñAs Phil Torrone said, people will have more time than money. This 

is good for open source softwareéò



Interoperability, open standards, and 

open source
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Open Standards

CIM



"The Secretary of Defense is responsible for a half-trillion dollar 
enterprise that is roughly an order of magnitude larger than any 
commercial corporation that has ever existed. DoD estimates that 
business support activitiesðthe Defense Agencies and the business 
support operations within the Military Departmentsðcomprise 53% of 
the DoD enterprise.ò

Adoption of Open Standards in the 

Department of Defense


