WAURISA
Washington State Chapter of URISA

Policy for Links to GIS User Groups on WAURISA Web Site (www.waurisa.org)

Introduction:

WAURISA is committed to support the professional and educational needs of the GIS community in Washington
State.

WAURISA recognizes the role that other professional organizations and user groups play in supporting the
specialized technology interests or local networking needs of the Washington GIS community. WAURISA
welcomes and supports working with partner organizations to meet the needs of our constituents.

WAURISA currently shares its resources with other partner organizations in the form of:
e Listing and contact information in 7he Summit Newsletter.
e Separate GIS user Group forums on the Washington GIS Community Forum.

WAURISA has been approached to make certain resources on its website available to other user groups.

Policy:

WAURISA will list other GIS-related professional organizations and local GIS user groups on the ‘Partners’ page
of its web site (http://www.waurisa.org/partners.html).

The WAURISA Technology Committee will not build individual web pages for other organizations. A Forum for
other related organizations can be provided on the Washington GIS Community Bulletin Board and they can
post and “About Us"” there. With the ease of putting up websites, most every organization should be able to
create at least one static page with their information. If they don't’ have a place to host their page, we can put
it on our site. However, WAURISA will not create and maintain that page.

The main ‘Partners’ page will be a listing of qualified organizations, with a link from their name to:
e Their own web site (if available and preferred)

¢ Or, alternately, a separate static web page on the WAURISA web site that provides basic mission,
standard meeting dates/times/locations, membership, & contact information for the organization. This
page could also provide a link to their user group forum on the Washington Community Forum (if
available)

¢ Format and content on the WAURISA website subject to WAURISA Technology Committee approval
¢ Inclusion of new ‘Partners’ pages or material subject to Technology Committee workload.

¢ Potential ‘Partner’ organizations subject to continued approval by the WAURISA Board.

Discussion:

This policy would result in some minor redesign of the WAURISA web site. However, the intention is that
‘Partner’ information and/or links would not change except very infrequently, to minimize the impact on
updating priority WAURISA material on the Chapter web site.

This policy would provide a great benefit to other professional organizations and user groups, many of which do
not have resources available to develop and/or maintain a web site.

This policy would benefit WAURISA by strengthening our role as the one organization that can bring together all
the organizations and user groups that support and/or serve GIS professionals and users across the State.
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